[Sterile or non-sterile gloves in minor surgical procedures in general practice].
Minor surgical procedures are regularly performed in general practice. The practice with regard to routine use of sterile or non-sterile gloves varies. The purpose of this article was to review the scientific basis for choice and recommendation in this area. A search was conducted in PubMed, Cochrane, Medline and Embase for clinical studies in English which had investigated the use of sterile or non-sterile gloves and the prevalence of wound infection related to minor surgery. This applied primarily to general practice, including accident and emergency departments, but also encompassed other fields of medicine. The reference lists for the relevant articles were also scrutinised. Three randomised prospective studies from general practice were found. These showed no difference in frequency of infection. Two of the studies were of moderately good quality. A further five randomised prospective studies and four observational studies were also found, which had examined the association between the use of sterile or non-sterile gloves and infection related to minor surgery. Common to all of these was that they came from fields of medicine other than general practice, namely dermatology and odontology. No difference was found in the majority of these (six out of nine). However, the scientific quality was low or very low. The research data on the use of sterile or non-sterile gloves in minor surgery in general practice and the consequences for wound infection are very limited. No clear difference in infection frequency was demonstrated.